The role of glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibition in the management of acute coronary syndromes.
Recent advances in the understanding of the pathophysiology of thrombus formation and the role of platelet adhesion have led to a new pharmacologic era in cardiology. The advent of the glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitor, primarily used in conjunction with percutaneous coronary intervention, has proved to be beneficial beyond the confines of the cardiac catheterization laboratory. The glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitor has inspired much research in the past few years of its use in the management of acute coronary syndromes. The CAPTURE, PURSUIT, PRISM, and PRISM-PLUS trials have all documented the beneficial effects of glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibition that have reduced 2 of the major sequelae of acute coronary syndromes: myocardial infarction and death. Through the implementation of primary research-based data, it is the job of practitioners to appropriately stratify and implement judicious use of glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibition with the population affected by acute coronary syndromes.